6                    How to know the Indian Waders.

The male and female resemble each other in colour, but
the latter is smaller. The young may be very like them,
but more frequently have a quite distinct plumage of their
own, the old birds being black, white, and grey.

They build large nests of sticks in trees in India, but
one of the migratory species nests on buildings in its sum-
mer home whenever it is allowed the chance of so doing.
Their eggs are few in number and white, without spots.
The young are at first covered with down of a fluffy cha-
racter.

Storks are usually sociable in habit, and of a genial dis-
position, being harmless to all other birds too large to
swallow ! Their windpipe is devoid of voice-muscles,
and hence they are usually dumb. They have, however,,
invented a sort of deaf-and-dumb language in the shape
of a clattering of the bill, by which they express various
emotions sufficient for their purposes. Moreover, the
Adjutant, by way of being as exceptional as possible, re-
fuses to live up to its anatomical structure and insists on
bellowing at the breeding-season.

Our Indian Storks are only eight in number, and are
very easily distinguishable, independently of colour, which,
as I said above, may vary with the age of the birds.

The Adjutant and Marabout are at once marked off by
their naked necks, to say nothing of their great size.

Of the other Storks, which all have feathered necks, the
Jabiru is much the biggest, being over four feet long,
whereas the others, except the very decollete gentlemen
mentioned above, are well under this length, from bill to
tail of course.

The Painted Stork has its bill gently curved downwards
towards the tip, all of the others having straight beaks.

The White-necked Stork has a curious forked tail of dark
colour, barely exceeding the under-tail-coverts in length,
all the others having ordinary tails.

The Open-bill is distinguished by its short beak and grey
or white colour combined; the bill is only about six inches
long, while the other Storks have one of eight inches or